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Crude Oil vs Nylon vs PIR Prices

July 2001-July 2009

Crude Oil ARAC ($/barrel) Nylon 6 (cents/lb)

Nylon 6,6 (cents/lb) PIR (Nylon 6 and 6,6) (cents/lb)
Sources: Crude Oil ARAC-Bloomberg, Nylon 6 and 66-CMAI Info, PIR-Ave. Price Data. Sources: Crude Oil ARAC-Bloomberg, Nylon 6 and 66-CMAI Info, PIR-Ave. Price Data. 

Nylon and PIR prices continue to be volatile

and track with the cost of oil.



Carpet Recycling Economics

• Wellman consumption of post consumer carpet, 

while a step in the right direction, is a very small 

percent of the total used carpet.

• Our cost for used carpet will stay low

• Roughly 5 Billion pounds of 

carpet goes into landfills each 

year in the US (Source: CARE 

statistics)

• Landfill fees keep rising



Typical Mineral Glass Cost /pound
(Direct cost only: does not include fixed, SG&A, or R&D costs)

•Raw Material costs are typically 70-80% of the direct cost

•Most of our Raw Material is carpet, not tied to the price of oil  



Building 12

Raw Material Processing

Engineering Resins

Finished Product Processing

Our PCR Nylon Raw Material Flow

Post Consumer Nylon

From Carpet

.

Testing on every truckload:
Ash content

Compositional analysis via DSC
Viscosity (RV)

Testing on every 
batch:

Ash content
Contamination

Moisture & Viscosity

Truckloads are 
mixed to achieved 
desired properties

.

Testing Prior to 
Compounding:

Ash content
Contamination

Moisture & Viscosity

Testing after Compounding:
Ash content, Density, DSC, Flexural, 

HDT, Impacts, Moisture, Tensile, 
Viscosity (RV), PP

Batches are mixed 
to achieved 

desired properties

RM to FG Viscosity (dl/g) Comparison

Material Average Standard Deviation

Virgin Nylon 66 1.54 0.09

Ecolon 2100-BK1 (100% PCR) – RM 1.50 0.03

Ecolon 2100-BK1 (100% PCR) – FG 1.35 0.05

Ecolon consistency is better than Virgin Nylon



PCR Target Applications


